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Introduction

      As Coroner of Madison County,
And a member of the Law Enforcement community, it is my goal to provide professional
death investigations to determine the manner and cause in cases where the Coroner
has jurisdiction and to provide critical services to surviving families with compassion and
dignity.

  This is accomplished with the most cost-effective methods available.   

  The statistics compiled for this annual report will provide the public, medical profession,
and law enforcement agencies with beneficial information.   If you have any questions
regarding this office or any material contained in this report, please contact my office at
any time.
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Coroner's Creed

4



Coroner's Duties
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Mission Statement

The Madison County Coroner’s Office
serves as a bridge between the living and
the dead.  We give voice to the departed

and, with all due diligence, strive to provide
answers to the survivors.  Utilizing the

resources available by the application of
science and under the principles of law we

strive to assure that justice prevails for
those deprived of our most precious

possession ---- 
LIFE.
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Reportable Deaths
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Reportable Deaths
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Reportable Deaths
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Madison County Illinois Coroner's Office Staff

Stephen P. Nonn, Madison County Coroner, D-ABMDI

Roger Smith, Chief Deputy, F-ABMDI

Kelly Rogers, Chief Investigator, D-ABMDI

Todd Ballard, Investigator, D-ABMDI

Shane Liley, Investigator, F-ABMDI

Sakina Vernor, Investigator, D-ABDMI

Diondra Horner, Investigator, D-ABMDI

Kelsey Wofford, Investigator, D-ABMDI

Chris Hartman, Investigator

Jackie Brooks, Administrative Aide
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2017 Total Manner of Deaths

11



Deaths by Natural Causes
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Accidental Deaths
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Accidental Deaths - Motor Vehicle Crashes
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Suicide by Means

15



Homicide Deaths
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Deaths by Age Group
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ABMDI

In the commitment to maintain a high level of professional standards and skills competency, it has been my
ongoing goal to assure that the career staff of investigators within the Madison County Coroner’s Office
maintains certification with the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators.  The American Board of
Medicolegal Death Investigators is not a fraternal club or association, but is the sole authority for testing the
knowledge and skills of death investigators across the United States of America.

The American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators, Inc.  (ABMDI) is a national, not-for-profit,
independent professional certification board that has been established to promote the highest standards of
practice for medicolegal death investigators.

The American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators will certify individuals who have the proven
knowledge and skills necessary to perform medicolegal death investigations as set forth in Death
Investigation: A Guide for the Scene Investigator published in 1999 by the National Institutes of Justice. This
is a voluntary certification program.

The American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators was created, designed, and developed by veteran,
practicing medicolegal death investigators who have been involved in the development of Death
Investigation: A Guide for the Scene Investigator. It will also assist the courts and public in evaluating
competency of the certified individual.

Purpose of the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators, Inc.

To enhance and maintain professional standards by evaluating knowledge, competency, and skills of
medicolegal death investigators based on examination.
To administer objective and reliable examinations (basic and advanced) in the field of medicolegal
death investigation.
To recognize qualified individuals who demonstrate mastery of basic and advanced skills and
knowledge of medicolegal death investigation by granting certificates to those individuals who have
met all application requirements and successfully completed rigorous examination
To recertify individuals every five years according to established recertification criteria including
continuing education requirements to ensure that the individual is current in the field.
To encourage medicolegal death investigators to adhere to high standards of professional practice
and ethical conduct when performing medicolegal death investigations.
To raise the level of professional competency in medicolegal death investigation by identifying
appropriate training courses for professional development.
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